
Extending care to 21

reduces contact with

the justice system: 

the evidence 

CalYouth
(California,
2018)

Each additional year in extended
foster care decreased the odds that
youth had been arrested between the
ages of 17 and 21 by about 41% and
decreased the odds that youth had
been convicted of a crime during the
same period by about 40%.

Deloitte Access
Economics
(NSW, 2018)

Washington State
Institute for
Public Policy
(2020)

Convictions 18-21 yrs (14% compared
to 31%)
Convictions 21-23 yrs (13% compared
to 25% )

Young people in extended foster care
were significantly less likely to be
convicted of a crime:

Midwest Study
(USA, 2015)

Extending care to age 21 is associated
with reduced criminal behaviour,
arrest, and justice system involvement
among women in early adulthood.

Narendorf and
McMillen (USA,
2010) 

Those in foster care at 19 had a 52.5%
lower rate of having a recent episode
of drunkenness, and a 60% lower rate
of marijuana use.

Interaction with the criminal justice
system would be reduced from 16.3%
to 10.4% for young people who stay in
care until the age of 21 relative to
those who leave care at 18 years of
age.
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